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EDITOR'S  DESK 


I  found  Peter  Macchiarini  in  his  studio  at 
1529  Grant  Avenue  surrounded  by  many  works 
in  progress,  ready  to  talk  about  his  retrospec¬ 
tive  exhibition  of  photographs,  sculpture  and 
jewelry  at  For'  Mason's  Museo  Italo 
Americano  on  display  through  June  14.  In  his 
interview  with  Billie  Atlas  in  the  Summer  '95 
Semaphore,  Peter  said  there  was  one  special 
thing  he  would  like  to  accomplish— "an  exhibit 
of  my  photographs,  which  span  more  than  45 
years  of  North  Beach  life." 

The  day  came  May  20  when  the  show 
opened  with  a  reception  catered  by  Rose 
Pistola  restaurant,  attended  by  friends  and 
admirers  who  came  from  around  the  City,  and 
the  world,  to  celebrate  with  him.  At  the  open¬ 
ing  Peter  was  presented  with  the  Stephanie 


JULIES 

CASTLE 

1541  Montgomery  St  San  Francisco,  CA 
Atop  Telegraph  Hill  overlooking  Son  Froncisco  Boy 
Featuring  exquisite  continental  cuisine, 
elegant  service,  rare  vintage  wines  and  spirits 
with  unsurpassed  views  in  on  intlmcte  atmosphere. 

A  San  Francisco  Tradition  since  1922 

Lunch  Monday*  Friday  from  11:30-4:00  p  m. 

Ewnlngs  from  5:00-10:00  p.m. 

Ml  motor  credit  cords  occepMd.  /  Vole!  homing  /  frfvote  for  her  welcome 


Fot  reservations  please  call  362-3042 


Alioto  Wilhelm  Award  which  recognizes  indi¬ 
viduals  of  Italian  descent  who  make  significant 
contributions  to  the  arts  of  San  Francisco.  This 
is  one  of  many  local  and  national  honors  he's 
received,  including  an  award  from  the  San 
Francisco  Art  Commission  and,  among  his 
most  cherished,  the  Medaglia  D'Ora  from  the 
Lucchessi  del  Mondo  in  Lucca,  Italy,  "for  hav¬ 
ing  honored  Italy  in  the  world." 

While  much  attention  has  been  paid  to 
Peter's  long  and  illustrious  career  as  an  avant- 
garde  jewelry  designer,  photography  was 
always  his  favorite  after-hours  avocation.  He 
personally  selected  some  sixty  pictures  for  the 
show— portraits,  and  landscapes  taken  at  local 
parks  and  beaches;  beautiful  work,  but  it  could 
not  be  otherwise. 


Freebairn-Smith  &  Crane 

Planning,  Urban  Design,  Architecture 


Rod  Freebairn-Smith 
Janet  Crane 
(415)  398  4094 
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SHOW  NEIGHBORHOOD 
SUPPORT 


ESPRESSO  CAPPUCCINO  VINO  PANINI 


423  Columbus  Ave. 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 

Hanna  &  Sandy  Suleiman  415-397-6261 


NORTH  BEACH  PIZZA,  INC. 

1499  Grant  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  California  94133 


(415)  433-2509  (415)  433-1818  Fax  (415)  433-7217 


Z-A 


Matteo  Ciuffreda 
781-1063 

ifattcucci  &  do. 

■  IMQC  1904 


(fit 


FINE  JEWELRY 
450  COLUMBUS  AVE. 


ALFRED  R.  PISCIOTTA  &  SONS 

Custom  Upholstering  &.  Window  Furnishings 


Frank  R.  Pisciotta 

Trade  Consultant 


“Old  World  Craftmanship"  since  1934 

2060  Stockton  •  San  Francisco  •  (415)  781-6277 


SHOW 

NEIGH 

BOR 

HOOD 

SUPPORT 
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PRESIDENT  S  LETTER 


With  the  start  of  a  new  fis¬ 
cal  year  on  April  1,  I  thought 
members  would  be  pleased  to 
know  we  ended  our  previous 
fiscal  year  in  sound  financial 
condition,  spending  only  80% 
of  what  we  budgeted.  The 
20%  savings  was  due  to  dona¬ 
tions  of  money,  time  and  mate¬ 
rials  from  several  sources,  a 
particularly  responsible  Board 
of  Directors  and  frugal  com¬ 
mittee  chairs. 

Welcome  to  new  members 
of  THD's  Board:  Larry 

Habegger,  Dale  Weidmer  and 
Stan  Hayes,  all  eminently 
qualified  to  represent  us.  We 
gratefully  thank  Nancy 


Lenvin,  Dick  Marshall  and 
June  Fraps  who  recently  com¬ 
pleted  terms  for  their  service  to 
THD.  A  thousand  thanks  to 
Dawne  Bernhardt  who,  after 
years  of  awarding  others  for 
their  contributions  to  the  Hill, 
has  turned  over  the  reigns  of 
the  N.I.C.E.  Committee  to  co- 
chairs  Suzanne  Nelson  and 
Staci  Shember. 

Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 
continues  to  receive  media 
attention.  Television,  radio 
and  print  have  covered  our 
most  significant  issues. 
Recently,  together  with  leaders 
from  Russian  Hill  Neighbors, 
North  Beach  Neighbors  and 


the  North 
Beach 
Chamber  of 
Commerce,  we 
have  strate- 
gized  a  cam¬ 
paign  against 
Rite-Aid  com¬ 
ing  to  North  Beach  and  hosted 
a  town  hall  meeting  with 
Mayor  Brown.  We  have  joint¬ 
ly  supported  the  lobbying  of 
city  commissioners,  supervi¬ 
sors  and  the  mayor  to  accept, 
for  all  the  people  of  San 
Francisco,  the  gift  of  the 
property  at  Chestnut  and 
Leavenworth  to  be  used  as  a 
park--a  bequest  of  the  Fay 


The  President, 

Gerry  Crowley 


continued  on  page  28 


TELEGRAPH  HILL  DWELLER 
SINCE  1975 


Specialist  in  Telegraph  &  Russian  Hill  Properties 


LOUIS  J.  SILCOX,  JR 

REALTOR®  ASSOCIATE 
Previews 

'94 -'97  Tap  Producer 
1699  Van  Ness  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 

Business  415.474.1750  x298 
Fax  415.771.1264 
Direct  415.474.1845  x298 
Residence  415.788.2008 
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THD  BOARD  RESOLUTIONS 


February  10,  1998 

The  Board  unanimously  approved  the  proposed 
amendments  to  THD's  By-laws  which  appeared  in 
the  last  issue  of  the  Semaphore 

March  10,  1998 

The  Board  discussed  and  approved  a  motion  to 
attend  a  Planning  Commission  meeting  to  request 


that  the  Conditional  Use  Authorization  originally 
granted  to  Michelangelo,  a  locally  owned/operated 
neighborhood  restaurant,  be  revoked  for  a  different 
tenant-Fusio’s,  a  Chevys-owned  restaurant-and 
to  also  oppose  Fusio’s  application  for  a  hard-liquor 
license. 

April  14,  1998 
No  motions  passed. 


WHO'S  NEW(S) 

By  Billie  Atlas 

THD's  three  new  Board  members 
are  a  peripatetic  lot,  home-based  on 
the  Hill  but  ranging,  when  neces¬ 
sary,  throughout  the  United  States, 
Europe,  Asia  and  points  beyond. 

Larry  Habegger 

Editor  and  publisher  of  "Travelers' 
Tales",  Larry  recently  finished  his 
20th  book  in  the  popular  series, 
mainly  anthologies  of  his  and  other 
travel  writers'  experiences  and 
observations.  A  native  of 
Minneapolis,  Larry  graduated  from 
Dartmouth  College  as  an  English 
major  and  tried  writing  novels  for  a 
while  with  minimal  success.  A  trip 
around  the  world  inspired  him  to  try 
travel  writing  which  eventually 
opened  the  door  to  a  successful 
career. 

This  is  Larry's  second  time 
around  as  a  Board  member.  His 
first  stint  was  a  dozen  years  ago 
when  the  Grace  Marchant  Garden 
was  threatened  by  development.  "I 
have  respect  for  what  THD  has 
been  doing,  especially  during  the 
last  few  years,"  he  says.  "It  is  a 
strong  and  reasoned  force  in  con¬ 
serving  and  preserving  this  special, 
rare  community." 


Larry  has  been  a  San 
Franciscan  for  two  decades  and 
now  lives  on  Napier  Lane  with  his 
companion,  Paula  McCabe,  and 
their  eight-month-old  daughter, 
Alanna. 

Stan  Hayes 

Travel  is  a  way  of  life  for  Stan 
Hayes,  a  private  consultant  on  pol¬ 
lution-related  issues  to  companies 
and  government  agencies  through¬ 
out  the  United  States.  His  consult¬ 
ing  firm,  Environ,  is  based  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  with  a  local 
office  in  Emeryville.  He's  also  a 
member  of  the  Advisory  Council  to 
the  Bay  Area  Air  Quality 
Management  District. 

A  native  of  Iowa,  Stan 
describes  himself  as  a  former  "mil¬ 
itary  brat"  with  a  project  father  in 
the  Air  Force.  Teenage  years  were 
spent  in  Southern  California,  and  he 
graduated  from  Stanford  with  a 
Master's  in  aeronautics  and  astro¬ 
nautics,  working  in  those  fields  for 
nearly  twenty  years  before  moving 
into  environmental  projects. 

A  widower,  Stan  has  been  a 
Napier  Lane  neighbor  of  Larry 
Habegger  and  past  THD  President 
Joe  Luttrell  for  two  years.  "Joining 
THD  was  a  chance  to  meet  people," 
he  says.  "I've  always  tried  to  be 


involved  in  the  neighborhoods 
where  I've  lived.  THD  is  an  effec¬ 
tive  organization  made  up  of  neigh¬ 
bors  concerned  with  their  neighbor¬ 
hood  and  its  planning  issues." 

Dale  Weidmer 

A  neighborhood  dispute  over  an 
illegal  addition  to  a  nearby  building 
resulted  in  a  diverse  group  of  neigh¬ 
bors  getting  to  know  one  another 
and,  as  Dale  describes  it,  "created  a 
real  sense  of  community." 

It  also  made  the  3-year  Hill 
resident  and  his  wife,  Susan,  aware 
of  THD  an  its  Planning  and  Zoning 
Committee’s  role  in  monitoring 
projects  and  protecting  neighbor¬ 
hood  character.  Dale  also  enjoys 
being  involved  in  the  Pioneer  Park 
Prject,  especially  the  First  Saturday 
work  parties,  for  which  he  gives 
high  marks  to  Howard  Wong,  Joe 
Butler  and  Julie  Christensen. 

Dale  is  a  native  Californian 
who  grew  up  in  the  Sierra  foothills 
near  Auburn.  As  a  regional  office 
member  of  the  United  Airlines 
Human  Resources  group,  he's  liter¬ 
ally  in  the  air  a  lot,  traveling  within 
the  United  States  for  his  company. 
Susan  is  a  flight  attendant,  and  they 
are  parents  of  2  grown  sons,  one 
who  lives  in  San  Francisco,  the 
other  in  Barcelona,  Spain. 
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MEMBERSHIP  REPORT 


By  James  Attwood 

Welcome  to  New  Members 

Welcome  to  the  members  who  have  joined 
us  since  the  publication  of  the  last 
Semaphore: 

Jason  Arth,  Jim  Callahan,  Maureen 
Crowe,  Steven  Dandurand,  Karen 


Ezekiel,  Harry  and  Monika  Hunt, 

Brendan  Kelly,  Byron  Kuth,  Carolyn  Lee, 
Edwin  Marsulla,  Jack  Moss,  Hilary 
Romanoff,  Jeffrey  Lee  Rose,  Matthew 
Rothschild,  Staci  Shember,  Ross  Tibbits, 
Tom  Wehr,  Jim  Uffelman,  Suzanne 
Young,  Martin  Yudowitz,  and  Sally 
Zahner. 


SOCIAL  NEWS 


By  Billie  Atlas  and  Terry  Bertrand 

Welcome  to  new  Social 
Committee  Co-chairs 
Diane  Blank  and  Mary 
Purdy-Read  who  will  plan 
future  events,  including  a 
June  Cocktail  Party  and 
August's  General 

Membership  Meeting. 
Members  will  receive  post¬ 
card  invitations  to  these 


and  future  events. 

New  THD  officers  were 
elected  at  the  April  14 
General  Membership  meet¬ 
ing  held  at  Four  Seas 
Restaurant  in  Chinatown, 
with  unanimous  praise  for 
the  delicious  food,  beauti¬ 
fully  presented.  Arthur 
Chang  warmly  thanked 


outgoing  Board  members 
and  committee  heads  elicit¬ 
ing  much  applause.  Stand- 
up  comedian  Dan 
Scopazzi's  take-off  on 
"Growing  Up  as  a  Middle 
Class  Italian  American  in 
San  Francisco"  ended  the 
evening  on  a  note  of  appre¬ 
ciative  laughter. 


Correction:  An  address  in  the  last 
Semaphore  was  corrected  by  a 
member:  Pfeiffer  Alley  is  actually 
Pfeiffer  Street. 


Do  You  Have  Access  to  Access*! 

If  you’re  knowledgeable  about  Access  or  other  database 
programs,  we  could  use  your  help!  Call  June  Fraps,  392-1187 


Reserve  now  to  attend  the  1 9th 
annual  All  San  Francisco  Concert 
by  the  San  Francisco  Symphony 
on  Friday  September  1 1  at  8:00  PM  at 
Davies  Symphony  Hall.  Cost  is  $10  per 
person.  The  event  is  limited  to  THD 
members  and  one  guest. 

Make  checks  payable  to  “THD,”  and 
mail  to  "Symphony,"  PO  Box  330159, 

SF  94 1 33.  Deadline  is  June  30. 
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PLANNING  AND  ZONING  COMMITTEE  REPORT 


By  Nancy  Shanahan  and  Aaron 
Peskin 

The  P  &  Z  Committee  meets 
monthly.  Call  986-7014  for 
meeting  dates. 

PROJECTS  IN  THE  TELE¬ 
GRAPH  HILL  HISTORIC 
DISTRICT 

1.  Grace  Marchant 

Garden/Alta  Street  Condo 
Development  (20-30  Alta).  This 
project  for  new  construction  of  a 
six  story  condominium  develop¬ 
ment  above  the  Grace  Marchant 
Garden  is  back  on  the  front  burn¬ 
er.  The  developers  are  preparing 
an  Environmental  Impact  Report 
(EIR)  on  the  same  project  that  the 
neighborhood  fought  last  year. 
We  will  keep  everyone  posted  as 
to  when  the  Planning 
Commission  will  hold  a  hearing 
on  the  EIR.  After  the  hearing  the 
project  will  again  be  reviewed  by 
the  Landmarks  Preservation 
Advisory  Board. 

2.  1304  Montgomery  Street. 

We  understand  that  the  project 
sponsor  intends  to  adhere  to  the 
Planning  Commission’s  ruling 
requiring  that  the  building  be 
redesigned  to  conform  to  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Telegraph  Hill 
Historic  District  Ordinance 
which  encourages,  among  other 
things,  the  use  of  wooden  materi¬ 
als  over  metal  and  stucco.  We 
will  review  the  revised  plans 
when  they  are  available. 

3.  37  Calhoun  Terrace.  The  P 

&  Z  Committee  reviewed  plans 


for  an  exterior  remodel  of  this 
non-contributory  building.  The 
new  owners  are  proposing  to 
replace  the  stucco  facade  with  the 
more  traditional  materials  in  the 
district  such  as  wood  siding  and 
wood  windows.  The  committee 
was  supportive  of  their  plans  and 
the  Landmarks  Board  recom¬ 
mended  a  Certificate  of 
Appropriateness  for  the  project. 

4.  212  Union  Street.  The  P  & 

Z  Committee  reviewed  and  dis¬ 
cussed  this  proposal  to:  (1) 
restore  the  historic  3-story  cot¬ 
tage  with  alterations  to  include 
additional  architecturally  appro¬ 
priate  windows  and  an  additional 
story  underneath  the  cottage;  and 
(2)  construct  a  2-story  parking 
garage/residence  addition  imme¬ 
diately  to  the  east  of  the  building 
at  218  Union.  The  committee 
made  some  suggestions  and  is 
supportive  of  their  plans.  A  hear¬ 
ing  at  the  Landmarks  Board  has 
not  yet  been  scheduled. 

5.  293  Union  Street.  The  P  & 

Z  Committee  reviewed  and  com¬ 
mented  on  a  proposal  to  add  a 
garage  underneath  this  1 -story 
contributory  building.  It  was 
determined  that  the  addition  of 
the  garage  will  result  in  the  loss 
of  one  on-street  parking  space. 
The  P  &  Z's  Historic  District 
Subcommittee  subsequently  met 
with  the  project  sponsor  to  sug¬ 
gest  some  refinements  the  design 
which  would  help  keep  the 
garage  addition  more  in  character 
with  the  Historic  District  and 
with  this  historic  structure.  A 


hearing  at  the  Landmarks  Board 
has  not  yet  been  scheduled. 

PROJECTS  IN  THE  NORTH¬ 
EAST  WATERFRONT 
HISTORIC  DISTRICT 

1.  150  Green  Street.  The  P  & 

Z  Committee  heard  a  presenta¬ 
tion  by  the  building  owner  and  a 
team  of  architects  and  consul¬ 
tants  regarding  their  proposal  to 
demolish  this  historic  2-story 
contributory  building  and  replace 
it  with  a  six  story  office  building. 
THD  wrote  a  letter  to  the  build¬ 
ing  owner  opposing  the  demoli¬ 
tion  of  the  structure.  The  build¬ 
ing  owner  is  currently  having  an 
EIR  prepared.  We  will  keep 
everyone  posted  as  to  when  the 
Planning  Commission  will  hold  a 
hearing  on  the  EIR.  The  propos¬ 
al  has  not  been  scheduled  for  the 
Landmarks  Board. 

2.  945  Battery  Street.  This  is 
a  proposed  project  to  convert  this 
contributory  building  within  the 
historic  district  from  a  warehouse 
to  office  space,  adding  a  new 
7,500  sq.  ft.  penthouse  and  modi¬ 
fying  the  ground  floor  openings. 
We  have  received  a  "Notice  of 
Project  Receiving  Environmental 
Review"  from  the  Planning  Dept. 
The  Committee  is  reviewing  the 
project  and  intends  to  meet  with 
the  project  sponsors  and  their 
architect. 

3.  Sansome  Street  Cliffs.  The 
owner  of  1171  Sansome  Street,  a 
lot  which  stretches  from  Calhoun 
Terrace  to  Sansome  Street,  has 


continued  on  page  22 


Issue  Number  144  Summer  1998  •  Page  No  9 


NORTH  BEACH  GARAGE  FALLS  TO  WRECKING  BALL 


By  Emily  Soares,  Neighborhood  Reporter  for  The 
Independent.  Reprinted  through  the  courtesy  of  The 
Independent  newspaper. 

Judge  permits  demolition,  but 
debate  continues 

Neighbors  who  have  been  fighting  to  save 
the  old  North  Beach  Garage  on  Vallejo  Street 
got  a  rude  awakening  Saturday,  April  18, 
when  demolition  of  the  77-year-old  building 
began  unexpectedly. 

Residents  in  a  group  called  STOP 
(Snarled  Traffic  Obstructs  Progress),  filed 
suit  against  the  city  last  year  claiming  that  a 
proposed  five-story  garage,  slated  to  be  built 
on  the  site  of  the  old  building,  was  too  big 
and  expensive,  would  increase  gridlock,  and 
would  block  out  light  and  air  to  buildings 
behind  it.  Neighbors  charged  that  the  project 
was  approved  in  violation  of  the  city's  plan¬ 
ning  code. 

Earlier  this  month,  when  a  demolition 
order  had  been  posted  on  the  old  building, 
STOP  filed  for  an  injunction  to  preserve  the 
structure  until  July,  when  a  Superior  Court 
judge  was  scheduled  to  hear  its  case. 

At  the  hearing  for  the  injunction.  Judge 
Raymond  Williamson  granted  a  10-day  delay 
in  order  to  allow  both  sides  to  submit 
additional  material,  and  he  issued  orders  that 
the  garage  not  be  touched  in  the  interim. 

On  April  15,  Williamson  denied  the 
injunction,  allowing  demolition  of  the  old 
building,  but  he  prohibited  the  city  from 
beginning  construction  of  the  new  garage 
until  the  residents'  case  is  heard.  He  then 
moved  the  hearing  date  up  to  June  18. 

In  order  to  place  an  injunction  on  the 
construction,  the  judge  ruled  that  the  neigh¬ 
bors  were  required  to  put  up  an  $80,000  bond 
or  appeal  his  decision  by  April  28. 


Some  say  job  was  rushed 

Arthur  Chang,  a  member  of  STOP,  said 
that  residents'  attorneys  were  not  notified  of 
the  decision  until  April  16,  a  day  after  the  city 
received  the  decision,  allowing  residents 
inadequate  time  to  appeal  the  decision  before 
the  wrecking  began. 

By  the  morning  of  April  18,  the  city  had 
assembled  wrecking  equipment  at  the  site, 
and  by  the  following  night,  the  building’s 
roof,  a  side  wall,  and  rear  wall  had  been 
demolished.  ( Hopes  that  the  facade  would 
be  incorporated  into  the  new  design  ended 
when  the  facade  was  destroyed  soon  after - 
Editor). 

The  speed  of  the  work  was  not  lost  on 
community  members,  who  saw  the  weekend 
demolition  job  as  a  sneaky  way  to  circum¬ 
vent  opposition. 

"Everyone  says  we've  hurried  on  this  when 
we’ve  been  waiting  18  months,"  says  Parking 
Authority  director  John  Barber,  as  he  toured 
the  site.  The  city  prepared  the  building  for 
demolition  during  the  10-day  court  delay,  he 
said. 

Neighbors  who  saw  demolition  debris 
falling  on  cars  parked  behind  the  garage  and 
believed  that  conditions  at  the  site  were 
unsafe  enough  to  warrant  intervention 
notifed  the  state  Occupational  Health  and 
Safety  Administration. 

Cal-OSHA  investigators  did  determine 
that  the  contractors,  Covey  Trucking  of  San 
Mateo,  may  be  in  violation  of  a  permit 
required  to  demolish  buildings  over  35-feet 
high,  "but  nothing  has  been  issued  yet,"  said 
Dean  Fryer,  Cal-OSHA  spokesperson,  who  is 
waiting  on  documentation  from  the  contrac¬ 
tors. 

Residents  say  they  were  also  suiprised  to 
see  Bill  Maher,  who  was  dismissed  from  his 

continued  on  pg  29 
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N.  I.  C.  E.  COMMITTEE  REPORT 


Co-Chairmans  Staci  Shember  and  Suzanne  Nelson 


We  would  like  to  recognize  Dawne 
Bernhardt's  hard  work  and  enthusiasm  in 
serving  as  Chariman  of  the  N.I.C.E.  com¬ 
mittee  as  she  moves  on  to  concentrate  her 
efforts  on  the  Pioneer  Park  Project.  Thank 
you  Dawne  for  your  dedication  and  pas¬ 
sion  and  bringing  so  much  to  the  N.I.C.E. 
Committee. 

We  would  like  to  introduce  ourselves  as 
the  new  Co-Chairs  taking  Dawne's  place. 

Co-chair  Staci  Shember  finally  moved 
back  to  the  right  coast  a  few  years  ago  and 
has  been  living  on  the  hill  for  two  years 
now.  A  gardener-in-training  and  erstwhile 
costume  designer  as  well  as  a  contractor  to 
computer  companies,  she  invites  you  to 
stop  by  any  time  she’s  in  the  garden  at  212 
Union  Street,  where  weeds,  vegetables  and 
flowers  tend  to  mingle  (and  Staci  tends  to 
spend  a  lot  of  time  watching  the  birds  and 
butterflies).  Like  Suzanne,  Staci  also 
spends  a  great  deal  of  time  properly  ador¬ 
ing  her  two  furry  monsters. 

Co-chair  Suzanne  Nelson  has  also 
moved  back  home  to  California  after  sev¬ 
eral  years  on  the  East  Coast  and  has  been 
living  on  the  hill  for  two  years.  She  is  the 
Marketing  Communications  Manager  for 
Lotus  on  the  West  Coast  and  spends  a  lot 
of  time  telecommuting  from  her  home  on 
Alta  Street  where  she  can  keep  an  eye  on 
her  garden  and  as  well  as  taking  breaks  to 
play  with  her  cats  Sophie  and  Max. 


May  Clean  Sweep 

We  all  had  a  great  day  participating  in  the 
Second  Clean  Sweep  focusing  primarily  on 
the  area  between  Stockton  and  Powell  and 
Filbert  to  Francisco.  We  did  lots  of  sweeping 
which  was  particularly  challenging  due  to 
the  wind  but  it  was  a  beautiful  day.  Some  of 
us  walked  up  the  hill  to  Staci  and  Leo's  gar¬ 
den  on  Union  for  a  potluck  lunch. 

Special  thanks  to  all  the  participants:  Pat 
Cady,  Carol  Zakes,  Billie  Atlas,  Lance 
Carnes,  Suzanne  Nelson,  Staci  Shember,  Leo 
McLaughlin,  Bob  Read,  Mary  Read,  Dawne 
Bernhardt,  Sara  Gregory  and  Ken  Scudder. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  supporting 
this  committee  and  will  be  looking  for  new 
members  to  join  us.  Look  for  our  report  in 
the  next  Semaphore  as  we  firm  up  our 
plans  for  the  year. 


Very  Nice  Person 
Peter  Overmire 

Thank  you  for  your  continued 
commitment  toTHD. 

We  especially  want  to 
recognize  your  work  in  setting 
up  our  exclusive  web  site 
keeping  us  up  on  all  the 
meetings  and  events  of  the 
City  and  Neighborhood. 
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MEREDITH  MELVILLE,  RESTAURATEUR 
AND  STREET  CLEANER 


By  Sheila  Black 

Not  only  does  Meredith  consider  the  North 
Beach  streets  around  her  growing  number  of 
restaurants  to  be  beautiful  and  important  destina¬ 
tion  points,  she  puts  her  broom  where  her  priorities 
lay.  Daily,  either  she  or  one  of  her  employees 
sweeps  the  Kearny  Street  steps  and  the  sidewalk 
on  Broadway,  from  Finocchio's  to  Enrico's  front 
door,  where  garbage  and  dmg  paraphernalia  are 
tossed  nightly. 

This  has  become  the  story  of  our  neighbor¬ 
hoods,  and  no  one  is  doing  enough  about  it  on  a 
daily  basis.  In  discussing  the  frustration  of  those 
of  us  who  regularly  participate  in  city  sweeps, 
Meredith  wondered  what  people  are  teaching  their 
kids,  and  what  happened  to  their  discipline  and 
neighborhood  pride.  So  do  we. 


Meredith  is  willing  to  take  the  lead  and  spear¬ 
head  a  group  of  local  businesses  to  action.  She 
needs  surrounding  neighborhood  groups  and  the 
Police  Department  to  work  with  her  with  such 
ideas  as  scholarships  for  school  children  who  pick 
up  a  broom  instead  of  dropping  an  orange  peel. 
The  thrust  is  focus,  action,  pride,  and  meaningful 
recognition. 

She  has  offered  space  at  Enrico's  for  at  least  a 
few  initial  brainstorming  sessions  between  busi¬ 
ness  representatives  and  neighborhood  groups. 
Now,  what  we  need  is  a  THD  liaison  to  contact 
other  neighborhood  groups  to  send  out  a  partici¬ 
pating  representative.  This  could  be  one  of  the 
most  effective  cooperative  community  efforts 
between  North  Beach/Telegraph  Hill  residents  and 
commercial  propriors  in  years.  Maybe,  ever. 


FREE  SUNDAY  CONCERTS  AT  THE  NEW  SHRINE 


Visitors  to  Paris  return  home,  look  around  at  the  scores  of  City 
churches  that  stand  silent  after  Sunday  services,  and  wonder 
why. 

Free  Sunday  afternoon  concerts  are  held  in  different 
Parisian  churches,  some  of  them  so  vast  that  certain  chords 
are  best  heard  in  the  bell  tower,  but  the  French  regularly  arrive 
in  large  numbers  to  enjoy  this  long  tradition.  Audiences  that 
always  include  families  bringing  beautifully  dressed  and  well 
behaved  children  arrive  early  to  claim  seats  for  performances 
of  classical  music  by  professional  musicians,  then  head  off 
toward  the  nearest  park  or  an  early  dinner. 

The  Franciscan  Friars  who  reopened  the  landmark  St. 
Francis  of  Assisi  Church  at  Vallejo  Street  and  Columbus 
Avenue  as  a  National  Shrine  are  donating  a  similar  gift  to  us 
locals  of  any,  or  no  particular,  religious  affiliation.  Free 
Sunday  performances  begin  at  the  service  of  Vespers  at  3:15 
PM.  At  4:00  PM  performances  produced  by  in-house  pro¬ 
fessional  John  Renke,  an  organist  (who  indeed  pulls  out  all 
the  stops  on  an  excellent  instrument),  may  include  orchestras, 


choirs  and  soloists  performing  works  by  Bach,  Franck, 
Couperin— the  June  14  concert  is  by  the  Schola  Cantorum 
with  Magnificat  Barogue  Orchestra  -  in  an  environment 
which,  until  now,  was  never  expected  to  yield  such  near-per¬ 
fect  acoustics.  The  church's  interior  is  surprisingly  small  and 
comfortable  and,  finally,  well  lit— the  more  than  century-old 
murals  of  the  life  of  Francis  are  visible  at  last. 

As  in  any  church  the  donation  box  is  never  hard  to  find. 
But  these  Franciscans  who  are  now  in  charge  of  the  new 
National  Shrine  of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  carry  on  their  tradition 
of  giving  with  nary  a  string  attached. 

The  Shrine  of  Saint  Francis  of  Assisi  is  a  place  of  pil¬ 
grimage  for  people  of  all  faiths  from  around  the  world.  In 
addition  to  the  regular  liturgies,  the  shrine  offers  art  exhibits 
and  music  programs,  lectures,  educational  programs  and 
other  community  events.  A  16-voice  Schola  sings  at  the 
12:15  PM  Solemn  Mass  and  Vespers  at  3: 15  on  Sundays  and 
for  many  other  important  liturgies  and  concerts  throughout 
the  year. 
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Web  Site  www.overmire.com/thd. 

That's  Us!  Pete  Overmire  (989-3945),  a  long¬ 
time  THDer  and  former  officer  has  set  up  this 
exclusive  site  for  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers. 

Access  it  to  see  the  sensational  look  he  has 
created,  impressive  to  local  and  international 
browsers  alike.  Lend  him  photographs  and 
graphics  relevant  to  the  Hill  that  he  can  scan  in. 
Call  or  e-mail  information  about  upcoming 
meetings  in  the  neighborhood  and  at  City 
agencies,  and  ideas  and  concerns  you  want  the 
rest  of  us  to  know  about  between  Semaphores. 


Up-to-date  News  of 
Telegraph  Hill! 

Sign  Up,  or  Sign  a  Friend  Up  as  a 
THD  Member  and  Receive  a 
Semaphore  Subscription 

Name: _ 

Street: _ 

City:  _ 

State:  _  Zip: _ 

Phone: _ 

Send  to: 

THD,  PO  Box  330159 
SF,  CA  94133 


OF  COUNSEL  TO 
SPIEGEL  LIAO  6c  KAGAY 


Bartholomew  Lee 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 


TELEPHONE 

(4is>  ese-seso 

ea  KEARNY  ST.  .  SUITE  1310  FACSIMILE 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  SAI08-SS30  <AIO>  302-IA3I 


KATHRYN  R.  BLUM 


KATHY'S  GARDEN  CARE 

WATERING  -  PRUNING  -  FEEDING  -  MAINTENANCE 


YOUR  INDOOR  PLANTS,  OUTDOOR  DECKS  AND  PA  TIO  GARDENS 
WILL  LOVE  MY  EXPERIENCED  TENDER  LOVING  CARE 


101  LOMBARD  STREET,  #21 5W 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94111  (415)981-2540 
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SEE  YOU  AT  THE  STREET  FAIR,  JUNE  13-14 


The  44th  Annual  North 
Beach  Festival  has  much  to 
celebrate  this  year.  Not  only 
is  North  Beach  San 
Francisco's  Little  Italy  cur¬ 
rently  enjoying  a  surge  in 
popularity  and  vitality,  it  is 
also  the  West  Coast  home  of 
the  perennially  popular  Beat 
Generation  and,  just  recently, 
became  the  site  of  the  impor¬ 
tant  new  National  Shrine  of 
St.  Francis  of  Assisi. 

There's  no  admission 
charge  to  this  oldest  urban 
street  fair  in  the  country  that 
will  take  place  on  the  1200- 
1500  blocks  of  Grant  Avenue, 
the  500  block  of  Green  Street, 
the  1500  block  of  Stockton, 
in  Washington  Square  Park, 
and  in  front  of  the  land- 
marked  historic  St.  Francis  of 
Assisi  Church,  now  Shrine. 

Highlights  include: 

Announced  by  trumpet  fan¬ 
fare,  this  year's  Blessing  of  the 
Animals  takes  place  at  2:00 
PM  on  Saturday  the  13th  on 
the  stage  in  front  of  St. 
Francis  of  Assisi  Church  at 
Columbus  and  Vallejo. 
Franciscan  Friars  welcome 
and  will  bless  your  pets  of  all 
(or  no)  stripes. 

Original  Arts  and  Crafts: 
90  booths  vending  jewelry, 


leather,  bonsai,  orchids,  chil¬ 
dren's  clothing,  painted  silk, 
knits,  ceramics,  art  glass, 
handmade  toys,  original 
paintings,  prints  and  fine  art 
photography.  Criteria  for 
entry  requires  that  all  items 
are  handmade  by  the 
artist/artisan.  The  only 
exceptions  are  shops  unique 
to  North  Beach  that  move 
their  wares  outside  to  partici¬ 
pate  as  vendors  in  the  fair. 

Italian  Marketplace:  Food 
vendors  who  produce  unusual 
specialty  jams,  sauces,  vine¬ 
gars,  etc.  will  display  their 
wares  in  Washington  Square, 
alongside  The  California 
Olive  Showcase,  a  pavilion 
featuring  leading  Northern 
California  olive  growers  and 
their  olive  oils. 

Al  Fresco  Foods  and 
Beverages:  Several  popular 

North  Beach  restaurants  and 
specialty  caterers  will  cook  at 
various  locations  throughout 
the  fair  site.  Participants 
include  Little  City  Antipasti 
Bar,  The  Stinking  Rose, 
Tandoori  Mahal,  Rose 
Pistola,  Grant  &  Green 
Saloon,  and  the  Nature  Stop. 

L'Infiorata  and  Arte  di 
Gesso:  On  Stockton's  1500 
block  two  Italian  artists  will 
use  flower  petals  to  recreate 
art  masterpieces.  A  section  of 


Green  Street  has  been  resur¬ 
faced  for  a  "Chalk  Art"  com¬ 
petition. 

Small  Press/Booksellers: 
Authors  of  "Travelers  Tales" 
and  "The  Sicilian  Kitchen", 
and  other  writers  with  some¬ 
thing  unique  to  say  will  be 
present  in  a  booth  at 
Washington  Square. 

Entertainment  stages: 

Grant  and  Filbert  —  The 
Beat  Rolls  On:  Spoken  word 
performance  with  jazz  accom¬ 
paniment  featuring  The 
North  Beach  Sound. 

Washington  Square  —  Blues, 
jazz,  opera. 

Swing  Stage  —  Green  at 
Columbus:  Swing  bands  with 
dance  floor. 

St.  Francis  Stage  —  Vallejo 
and  Columbus:  Jugglers, 
opera  singers,  specialty  acts, 
folk  groups,  in  conjunction 
with  organ  concerts  per¬ 
formed  by  John  Renke  at  the 
Shrine  of  St.  Francis. 

Quite  a  lineup!  See  you  there. 
Flours  10AM  -  6PM  both 
days. 
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REJUVENATION  OF  REC  AND  PARK 


By  Arthur  Chang 

May  12  was  the  final  meeting  of  the  San 
Francisco  Community  Parks  Task  Force  that  present¬ 
ed  seven  months  of  study  and  findings  to  Mayor 
Brown.  The  mayor  will  take  ownership  of  these 
recommendations;  at  least,  that  is  the  hope  and  expec¬ 
tations  of  the  Task  Force. 

An  opening  statement  summarizing  the  Task 
Force's  charge  reads,  "The  Neighborhood  Parks 
Projects  and  SPUR  have  brought  together  the 
Recreation  and  Park  Department  and  other  civic  and 
community  leaders,  private  foundation  representa¬ 
tives,  and  San  Francisco  business  leaders  to  tackle  the 
issues  confronting  our  park  system.  The  key  charge 
of  the  task  force  is  to  draft  a  blueprint  for  a  sustain¬ 
able  park  system  in  the  next  century." 

The  Task  Force  was  organized  into  four  working 
groups:  Policy  Initiatives,  Funding 

Options/Alternatives,  Management  Initiatives,  and 
Facilities  and  Landscaping  Assessment.  Groups  were 


co-chaired  in  the  above  order  by  Supervisor  Gavin 
Newsom;  Roberta  Achtenbeg,  Senior  Vice  President, 
San  Francisco  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Jim  Lazarus, 
C.  O.  O.  of  the  San  Francisco  Zoological  Society; 
Roslyn  Payne,  Founder  of  the  Dover  Corporation. 
Close  to  a  hundred  people  participated  initially  in  the 
various  committees  and  subcommittees,  including 
several  of  us  THD  members.  Anne  Halstead,  Vice 
Chair  of  SPUR,  and  Isabel  Wade,  Executive  Director 
of  the  Neighborhood  Parks  Council  are  co-chairs  of 
the  San  Francisco  Community  Parks  Task  Force. 

Nine  Community  Outreach  Meetings  have  been 
set  on  consecutive  dates  in  locations  throughout  the 
city.  The  meeting  closest  to  the  Dwellers  took  place 
June  9,  which  will  be  reported  in  the  next  Semaphore. 
For  more  information,  including  dates  and  locations 
of  other  meetings  call  (415)  831-2700.  The  Rec  and 
Park  Department  is  seeking  community  input  and 
participation  to  carry  out  the  Task  Force's  blueprint 
for  a  sustainable  park  system. 


KAYeWoQDS 

REAL  *  ESTATE 

Selling  fine  properties  since  1973. 

Resident  and  property  owner  on  Telegraph  Hill  since  1976. 

Please  call  us  or  visit  our  website  at 

www.sffinehomes.com 

215  Chestnut  Street  San  Francisco  CA  94133 

(415)  3624100  Fax  (415)  362-8500 
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BATTERED  BEAR  NOW  IN  THE  HOSPITAL 

By  Jane  A.  Osterberg 


The  battered  bear  of  Washington  Square  is 
now  on  the  road  to  recovery! 

The  viciously  vandalized  sculpture  that  long 
stood  in  Marini  Plaza— the  triangle  park,  just 
across  the  street  from  Washington  Square  Bar 
and  Grill— was  tenderly  conveyed  from  its  tem¬ 
porary  sanctuary  to  the  studio  of  well-known  art 
conservator,  Genevieve  Baird,  by  Debra  Lehane, 
manager  of  the  Civic  Art  Collection.  Genevieve 
knows  the  bears  of  Marini  Plaza  very  well.  She 
gave  both  of  them  new  coats  some  time  ago  and 
refurbished  the  sculpture  of  the  man  drinking 
water  beside  the  pond.  She  also  did  the  serious 
sprucing-up  of  Ben  Franklin  and  the  Volunteer 
Firemen  in  Washington  Square. 

Mrs.  Lehane  explained  that  Ms.  Baird  is  also 
responsible  for  the  conservation  method  that 
will  be  used  to  restore  the  bear,  in  which  the 
original  intent  of  the  artist  is  retained,  and  the 
original  materials  faithfully  preserved  and  aug¬ 
mented.  This  conservation  method  is  the  muse¬ 
um  approach  to  the  restoration  of  art  objects. 

Meanwhile,  the  Repair  the  Bear  fundraising 
effort  seemed  to  take  on  a  life  of  its  own,  and 
some  of  the  Jars  on  Bars  "grew  legs":  They 
walked  right  out  of  four  park-side  establish¬ 
ments.  But  a  new  collection  spot  was  added 
when  JB's  Hamburgers  took  a  Jar.  Many  ham 


burger,  hot  dog  and  BLT  customers  have  been 
plunking  in  money  for  the  bear  at  this  location 
at  Columbus  and  Green— a  favorite,  old-time, 
family-run  gathering  place  for  many  years.  And 
the  Jar  at  North  Beach  Antiques  &  Collectibles 
was  borrowed  for  use  as  a  prop  in  the  movie  "ed 
TV".  When  the  Jar  was  returned  it  contained  a 
crisp  $100  bill.  At  this  shop  people  who  put 
money  in  the  Jar  have  been  presented  with  an 
Angel  pin. 

The  most  touching  contribution,  however, 
came  in  the  form  of  a  memorial.  Morley  S. 
Farquar  of  Russian  Hill  gave  the  astonishing 
sum  of  $250  to  honor  the  memory  of  his  late 
wife,  Patricia.  Pat  Farquar  was  aTHD  member 
and  a  tour  guide  of  historic  and  scenic  Telegraph 
Hill  and  North  Beach  for  over  twenty  years.  She 
was  especially  fond  of  taking  visitors  to  Coit 
Tower  and  the  Filbert  Street  Steps,  Mr.  Farquar 
said.  Sincere  condolences  to  Mr.  Farquar,  and 
very  warm  thanks  for  his  thoughtful  and  gener¬ 
ous  offering. 

The  first  $785— much  of  it  in  dollar  bills 
donated  by  hundreds  of  people— has  been 
deposited  to  the  North  Beach  Bear's  own  bank 
account.  But  the  appeal  continues  so  that,  with 
what  the  City  can  allocate  and  other  major 
donors  give,  the  $5,000  needed  will  be  raised 
and  the  restoration  work  can  go  forward.  ■ 


Anyone  wishing  to  contribute  by  check  should  make  it  payable  to 
the  San  Francisco  Art  Commission,  indicating  it  is  for  the  North 
Beach  Bear,  and  mail  c/o  Repair  the  Bear  Committee,  to  722  Filbert 
Street,  San  Francisco,  94133. 
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PETER  MACCHIARINI 

By  Patricia  Cady 

A  couple  I  know  decided  to  get  married  because 
they  wanted  Peter,  whom  they  had  never  met,  to 
design  their  wedding  rings.  I  wonder  how  many 
others  have  been  similarly  inspired  as  they  peered 
through  the  window  of  his  shop.  Macchiarini's 
has  always  been  a  wor¬ 
thy  destination  for 
browsers.  When  his  stu¬ 
dio  was  located  on  the 
east  side  of  Grant 
Avenue,  his  astonishing 
jewelry  was  displayed 
day  and  night.  I'm  talk¬ 
ing  about  North  Beach 
when,  after  a  5-course 
$5.00  dinner,  including 
wine,  the  thing  to  do 
was  stroll  up  to  the  shop, 
press  nose  to  window 
and  daydream.  When  a 
diamond  solitaire  was 
the  chief  symbol  of 
everlasting  love,  Peter's 
original  designs  -  pre¬ 
cious  metals  sculpted 
into  startling  rings  set 
with  unexpected  gems  - 
suddenly  galvanized 
browsers,  whether  in  or 
out  of  love,  who  viscerally  wanted  to  own  a  gen¬ 
uine  work  of  art.  Considered  "our"  local  artist, 
Macchiarini's  one-man  show  at  the  Palace  of  the 
Legion  of  Honor  in  1954  brought  him  interna¬ 
tional  attention,  and  he  has  exhibited  worldwide 
ever  since. 

This  is  Macchiarini's  50th  year  of  maintaining  a 
studio  on  Upper  Grant  Avenue,  making  his  shop 
one  of  the  oldest  consistently  maintained 


studio/galleries  in  the  country,  constantly  visited 
by  new  generations  of  international  artists  who 
come  by  to  show  Peter  their  own  work,  and  to  be 
inspired  by  his.  His  career  started  when  he  carved 
his  first  works  from  hard  wood  -  walnut,  teak  and 

ebony,  gradually  turning 
to  metals  to  create  jewel¬ 
ry  and  sculpture,  unusual 
pieces  then  and  now,  that 
have  always  looked  and 
felt  just  right.  He  came  to 
San  Francisco  in  1928, 
taking  any  job  he  could 
get  carving  and  sculpting 
stone.  Like  many  other 
local  artists,  including 
Bufano,  Stackpole  and 
Sargent  Johnson,  he 
survived  the  Depression 
by  working  on  federally 
funded  projects.  In  1939 
he  organized  other  artists 
and  entrepreneurs  to  put 
on  San  Francisco's  first 
outdoor  art  show  in 
block-long  Hotaling 
Place;  the  event  became 
the  Grant  Avenue  Street 
Fair,  and  finally,  part  of 
the  annual  North  Beach  Festival  where  his  works 
will  be  displayed  in  his  shop  at  1529  Grant 
Avenue. 

A  Macchiarini  retrospective  is  on  view  until  June 
14  at  the  Museo  halo  Americano  in  the 
Landmark  Building  at  Fort  Mason.  The  exhibit 
debuts  many  photographs  taken  over  a  lifetime 
and  are  now  finally  displayed  -  this  is  the  show 
Peter  has  wanted.  Museum  hours  are  Wednesday 
through  Sunday,  Noon  to  5:00. 


Photograph  of  his  daughter  Nella  by  Peter  Macchiarini. 
On  display  now  at  Museo  Italo  Americano. 
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Your  Hosts: 
Chef  Rick  Hackett 
8  Meredith  Melville, 
Mark  Mcleod 


Open  seven  days  a  week 
Live  jazz  nightly 


Monday-Thursday 


1130  A.M.-  1130  P.M. 

Private  parties 

MAY  BE  ARRANGED 


I  D  E  W  A  L  K 
A  F  E 


Friday-Saturday 
1130  A.M.  -  1230  P.M. 

Sunday 
1130  a.m.  - 11  P.M. 

Valet  parking 


504  Broadway  at  Kearny,  San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
phone  415  •  982  •  6223  fa x  415  •  397  •  7244 


Unione  Sportiva  Restaurant 

Family-owned,  family-style  Italian  Dining  Sincel963 
Newly  remodeled  &  refurbished. 

Monday-Friday  Breakfast:  7  a.m.-  1 1  a.m. 

Lunch:  II  a.m.-  4  p.m. 

Dinner:  5  p.m.-12  a.m. 

Saturday-Sunday  Brunch:  8  a.m.-  4  p.m. 

Dinner:  5  p.m.-  12  a.m. 

Your  Hosts:  Chef  Rick  Hackett  &  Al  Cipollina 

431  Columbus  at  Stockton,  San  Francisco  • 


415-362-6251 


Y 


■ 

_ 


401  Columbus  at  Vallejo, 
San  Francisco 

415-392-1472 

Ristorante  and  ciccketti  bar — tapas  in  tbe 
Italian  style. 

Open  seven  days  a  week,  11:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 
Valet  parking 

Your  Hosts:  Ckef  Rick  Hackett 
&  Hanna  Suleiman 
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"ONLY  GOD  CAN  MAKE  A  TREE," 
BUT  WE  CAN  SAVE  THEM 


Joyce  Kilmer  will  turn  over  in  his 
resting  place! 

By  Arthur  Chang 

t  5:30  PM  on  April  27 
in  the  Veterans 
Memorial  Building, 
Room  428  was  filled  with  peo¬ 
ple  waiting  to  hear  the  deci¬ 
sions  of  the  hearing  officer  at 
the  scheduled  meeting  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Works. 
The  issue  was  to  consider  sepa¬ 
rate  applications  requesting 
cutting  down  mature  trees  in  7 
locations  around  the  City. 
There  was  obvious  tension  in 
the  room  as  DPW  prepared  to 
hear  a  roomful  of  outraged  citi¬ 
zens  from  all  walks  of  life  who 
had  come  here  time  after  time 
trying  to  save  some  of  the 
City's  most  outstanding  living 
assets-mature  trees  20  to  30 
years  old.  This  meeting  was  to 
consider  the  futures  of  thirteen 
25-year-old  Carolina  poplars 
lining  Folsom  Street  from  3rd 
to  4th  Streets;  four  trees  on  Bay 
Street  within  Telegraph  Hill 
Dweller's  boundaries;  four 
trees  at  Guerrero  and  22nd 
Streets,  and  so  on— throughout 
the  City. 

In  the  same  room  last 
March  the  same  hearing  officer 


gave  the  go-ahead  to  clear  cut 
fourteen  ficus  trees  on  public 
property  at  Hallidie  Plaza. 
Early  next  morning,  all  the 
trees  were  down:  DPW  tree 
cutters  arrived  at  the  crack  of 
dawn  to  head  off  demonstra¬ 
tions  against  the  cutting;  by 
8:00  AM  it  was  too  late— pro¬ 
testors  could  only  witness  root 
pulling.  Bank  of  America  and 
some  other  of  the  merchants 
around  Hallidie  Plaza  wanted 
to  remove  these  20-year-old 
trees  because  they  blocked 
views  of  their  signs.  The  hear¬ 
ing  officer  ruled  in  favor  of  its 
own  (DPW's)  request  to  cut  the 
trees  because  they  were  harbor¬ 
ing  drug  transactions  and  giv¬ 
ing  cover  to  the  homeless  as 
toilet  facilities.  This  pretext 
that  DPW  used  to  invoke  health 
and  safety  code  considerations 
is  just  not  supported  by  the 
facts.  The  trees  branched  out 
at  over  seven  feet  above  the 
ground  and  could  not  possibly 
provide  the  alleged  cover. 
Clearly,  orders  were  given  from 
above  to  oblige  Bank  of 
America. 

Supervisors  Katz  and 
Bierman  requested  DPW  to 
delay  the  tree  cutting  until  after 
a  hearing  by  a  Board  of 
Supervisors  committee. 


However,  a  tree  cutting  request 
by  the  DPW  to  itself  (vis-a-vis 
a  DPW  hearing  officer)  is  not 
subject  to  appeal  before  the 
Appeals  Board,  and  can  there¬ 
fore  be  carried  out  immediate¬ 
ly.  And  it  appears  that  the 
Mayor's  orders  to  cut  these 
trees  over-rode  Supervisors' 
requests  for  a  hearing.  It's  iron¬ 
ic  that  Bank  of  America,  the 
Mayor's  former  client,  will  be 
headquartered  in  North 
Carolina.  Now  that  the  trees 
are  cut  down,  Bank  of  America 
may  close  this  branch  because 
of  the  planned  merger  with 
NationsBank  and  take  its  sign 
down. 

The  April  27  hearing  was  a 
repeat  of  recent  previous  meet¬ 
ings.  DPW  staff  recommenda¬ 
tions  were  accepted  without 
exception.  It  seemed  that  the 
hearing  officer  could  not  hear, 
or  didn't  want  to  hear,  any  of 
the  arguments  and  reasons 
advanced  by  those  who  spoke 
with  the  hope  that  intelligent 
and  cogent  reasons  to  save  the 
trees  would  be  weighed  in  bal¬ 
ance  with  DPW's  findings  that 
serve  commercial  interests,  or 
the  convenience  of  property 
owners.  But,  this  time, 
Supervisor  Katz  used  the  15 
days  allowed  by  the  Appeal 
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TREES  continued  from  pg  18 

process  to  hold  a  hearing  on 
May  19  prior  to  removing  the 
trees. 

Isabel  Wade,  founder  of 
Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest  and 
the  first  Chair  of  the  City's  Tree 
Advisory  Committee,  accuses 
the  City  of  being  anti-tree;  she 
noted  that  the  City  permits 
removal  of  mature  trees  on  the 
slightest  pretext.  She  said,  "It's 
about  time  the  City  accommo¬ 
dates  preserving  old-growth 
trees,  instead  of  always  cater¬ 
ing  to  sidewalk  construction." 

Our  own  THD  Board  Director 
Julie  Christensen,  who  man¬ 
aged  our  local  400  Trees 
Project,  made  an  impassioned 
plea  that  the  sidewalk  along  the 
south  side  of  Moscone's 
Children's  Center  be  extended 
out  to  the  street  lane  that  has 
been  taken  out  of  use  since  con¬ 
struction  started  on  the 
Convention  Center— construc¬ 
tion  she  describes  as  similar  to 
the  Winchester  Mystery  House, 
mysterious  and  meandering. 
Widening  the  sidewalk  would 
make  room  for  benches  for  par¬ 
ents  picking  up  their  children, 
and  for  the  elderly  who  live 
across  the  street.  The  grass- 
planted  strip  would  be  a  mini- 
linear  park  which  would,  at  the 


same  time,  provide  adequate 
sidewalks  to  retain  the  Carolina 
poplars.  Julie  affirmed  the  idea 
advanced  by  Isabel  Wade  that 
it's  about  time  to  give  priority 
to  trees  over  sidewalks. 

John  Rizzo,  speaking  for  the 
Sierra  Club,  and  Jon  Rainwater 
for  the  League  of  Conservation 
Voters,  charged  that  the  City  is 
carrying  on  an  unstated  cam¬ 
paign  to  rid  the  City  of  certain 
types  of  mature  trees— like  the 
ficus  on  Bay  Street  and  at 
Hallidie  Plaza.  They  noted  that 
other  cities  are  doing  a  good 
job  of  preserving  old-growth 
trees:  Berkeley,  Santa  Rosa, 
even  Los  Angeles.  Rizzo 
asked,  "Why  is  it  that  San 
Francisco  doesn't  even  try?" 
Rainwater  pointed  out  that  the 
City's  Master  Plan  is  pro  old- 
growth  preservation  and  asked 
DPW  for  a  higher  burden  of 
proof  to  support  their  tree  cut¬ 
ting  decisions. 

Many  of  us  throughout  the  City 
who  are  alarmed  by  the  clan¬ 
destine  policies  pursued  by  the 
present  administration  have 
formed  the  San  Francisco  Tree 
Council.  We  are  working  with 
Supervisor  Katz  for  a  replace¬ 
ment  tree  ordinance  which  will 


change  what  is  now  an  auto¬ 
matic  process;  for  example, 
DPW  rules  on  its  own  propos¬ 
als— with  no  recourse  to  higher 
authority,  such  as  the  Board  of 
Appeals.  Why  should  DPW, 
alone  among  City  agencies,  be 
exempt  from  public  recourse 
of  an  appeals  process?  In  fact, 
we  do  not  believe  DPW  should 
have  the  jurisdiction  to  rule  on 
this  matter  at  all  due,  clearly,  to 
conflict  of  interest. 
Supervisors  Katz,  Ammiano 
and  Bierman  have  all  expressed 
dismay  at  the  process:  DPW's 
"hearing  officer"  has  sole 
authority  to  rule  on  the  life  and 
death  of  this  vital  part  of  our 
environment— healthy,  mature 
trees  which  clean  the  air,  muf¬ 
fle  sound,  provide  shade  and 
cover,  and  are  a  constant  source 
of  esthetic  experience. 


If  you  wish  to  join  in  this 
effort  to  preserve  old- 
growth  trees  and  change 
the  process  for  street  tree 
removal,  contact  the  San 
Francisco  Tree  Council: 
Arthur  Chang  or  Carolyn 
Blair  at  (415)  982-8793. 
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SAN  FRANCISCO  IN  FICTION 


By  Gardner  Haskell,  Librarian,  North  Beach  Library, 
2000  Mason  Street 

When  you  live  in  one  of  the  greatest 
cities  in  the  world  it  is  natural  to 
want  to  read  about  it.  While  it  is 
easy  to  find  a  list  of  non-fiction  books  about  San 
Francisco  by  looking  in  the  computer  catalog,  it  is 
a  bit  more  difficult  to  come  up  with  a  list  of 
fiction  books  set  in  San  Francisco.  It's  not  impos¬ 
sible — we  can  search  the  computer  by  keyword 
and  there  is  also  the  Fiction  Catalog,  a  wonderful 
book  which  lists  all  kinds  of  fiction  books  by  their 
subjects,  ranging  from  Adventure,  to  Women 
Veterinarians,  as  well  as  California  in  the  19th 
Century.  While  some  of  the  titles  on  our  San 
Francisco  fiction  list  came  from  the  Fiction 
Catalog  and  a  computer  search,  we  relied  as  much 
on  the  collective  memories  of  individuals  to  gath¬ 
er  the  following  (partial)  list. 

Be  forewarned,  though;  just  because  a  book  is 
"set"  in  San  Francisco  does  not  necessarily  mean 
that  you  will  be  reading  lots  of  rich,  evocative 
descriptions.  While  Dashiell  Hammett's  Maltese 
Falcon  or  Jerry  Kamstra's  Frisco  Kid  will  exude 
more  San  Francisco  atmosphere  than  Alice 
Adams'  Medicine  Man  or  James  Dalessandro's 
Bohemian  Heart,  the  reader  can  still  get  a  flavor  ot 
the  city  from  books  like  Tales  of  the  City  by 
Armistead  Maupin  or  the  mysteries  of  John 
Lescroat. 

Most  of  the  books  on  our  list  are  set  in  the  city 
during  the  past  40  years,  but  if  you  especially  like 
reading  about  days  of  yore  be  sure  to  try  The 
Immigrants.  Pacific  Street.  McTeague.  and  of 
course  The  Maltese  Falcon. 


Almost  Perfect  and  Medicine  Man  by  Alice 
Adams 

Bohemian  Heart  by  James  Dalessandro 

Bone  by  Ng,  Fae  Myenne 

China  Boy  by  Gus  Lee 

Code  211  Blue  by  Joseph  McNamara 

Dead  Irish  by  John  Lescroat  (see  other  titles 

by  same  author) 

Death  of  an  Angel  by  Sister  Carol  Anne 
O'Marie 

Demons  by  Bill  Pronzini 

Donald  Duk  by  Frank  Chin 

Eves  of  a  Child  by  Richard  North  Patterson 

Falso  Conception  by  Stephen  Greenleaf  (see 

others  in  his  Tanner  series) 

Frisco  Kid  by  Jerry  Kamstra 

Full  Circle  by  Colin  Wilcox  (also  any  in  his 

Lt.  Hastings  series) 

Flower  Drum  Song  by  C.  Y.  Lee 

Girl  of  Forty  by  Herbert  Gold 

Hammett  by  Joe  Gores 

Immigrants,  and  The  Immigrant's  Daughter 

by  Howard  Fast 

Joy  Luck  Club  by  Amy  Tan 

La  Mollie  and  the  King  of  Tears  by  Arturo 

Islas 

Maltese  Falcon  by  Dashiell  Hammett 

McTeague  by  Frank  Norris 

Pacific  Street  by  Cecelia  Holland 

She  Came  by  the  Book  by  Mary  Wings 

Tales  of  the  City  by  Armistead  Maupin 

Tourist  Trap  and  Sourdough  Wars  by  Julie 

Smith 

Tripmaster  Monkey  by  Marilyn  Hong 
Kingston 

Trophies  and  Dead  Things  by  Marcia  Muller 
Ultimate  Rush  by  Joe  Quirk 
Wrecker  by  Robert  Louis  Stevenson 


OUT  OF  THIS  WORLD... 

AND  INTO  THE  CHILDREN'S  LIBRARY! 


By  Jensa  Woo,  Children's  Librarian,  North  Beach  Library 

"Reading— What  a  Trip!"  is  the  theme  for 
San  Francisco  Public  Library's  1998 
Summer  Reading  Club,  which  will  run  from 
June  6  through  August  8.  Children  3  and 
under  can  join  the  summer  reading  club  at 
the  North  Beach  Library,  receive  small 
incentive  prizes  for  reading,  and  upon  com¬ 
pletion  of  reading  for  eight  or  more  hours, 
be  awarded  a  special  grand  prize,  such  as  a 
paperback  book,  or  a  pass  for  two  to  the  San 
Francisco  Zoo,  or  a  coupon  for  two  free  tick¬ 
ets  to  selected  San  Francisco  Giants  baseball 
games.  In  addition,  kids  10-16  can  become 
Kid  Power  volunteers  and  help  run  the  sum¬ 
mer  reading  club.  Contact  the  Children's 
Librarian  for  more  details. 

In  conjunction  with  the  summer  reading 
club,  the  library  will  feature  a  host  of  special 
programs  for  children,  including  the  follow- 
ing: 

•  Mark  Bittner  will  present  "Tales  from  an 
Urban  Jungle:  The  Wild  Parrots  of 
Telegraph  Hill"  on  Wednesday,  June  17  at 
2:30  PM.  (For  children  6  and  older  and 
their  families.) 

•  Come  and  see  "Plumkin  and  Friends"  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  Bady  Puppet  Theatre  on 
Tuesday,  June  23  and  10:15  AM.  (For 
ages  3  and  older.) 


•  Kids  can  make  origami  fold-out  books 
with  artist  Leslie  Yee-  Murata  on 
Thursday,  July  23  at  2:30  PM.  Advance 
sign-up  is  necessary.  (For  ages  7  and 
older.) 

•  Milly  Lee,  author  of  Nim  and  the  War 

Effort  (published  by  Farrar,  Straus 

and  Giroux,  1997)  joins  us  on  Tuesday, 
July  28  at  2:30  PM  to  share  stories 
about  growing  up  in  San  Francisco's 
Chinatown  in  the  1940s.  (For  ages  6  and 
older.) 

•  Back  by  popular  demand,  Jimbo  the 
Clown  comes  on  Tuesday,  August  11  at 
10:30  AM.  (For  ages  3  and  older.) 


Call  the  library  at  274-0270 
to  find  out  more  about 
these  and  other  programs 
this  summer!  And  don't 
forget,  there  are  regular 
storytime  programs  for 
infants,  toddlers  and 
preschoolers.  The  North 
Beach  Library  is  located  at 
2000  Mason  at  the  corner 
of  Columbus. 
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PLANNING  &  ZONING  continued  from  page  8 


proposed  a  subdivision  and 
development  of  the  upper  and 
lower  portions  of  the  property. 
The  eastern  portion  of  the  proper¬ 
ty  which  lies  within  the  historic 
district  has  been  slated  for  an 
office  building  development 
while  the  western  portion  of  the 
property  at  the  top  of  the  cliff  on 
Calhoun  Street  has  been  slated 
for  a  large  residential  develop¬ 
ment.  The  P  &  Z  Committee  is 
concerned  about  the  project  and 
is  reviewing  the  proposal  and 
THD's  options. 

PROJECTS  IN  THE  NORTH 
BEACH  NEIGHBORHOOD 
COMMERCIAL  DISTRICT 

1.  Rite  Aid  (Payless/Thrifty) 
24-Hour  chain  store  in  the 
Pagoda  Palace  Theater  (1741 
Powell).  In  March,  Rite  Aid 
attempted  to  have  the  City 
exempt  itself  from  the  provisions 
of  the  Planning  Code  requiring 
them  to  obtain  a  Conditional  Use 
Authorization  from  the  Planning 
Commission  for  its  proposed 
10,000  square  foot  chain  mega¬ 
store  on  Washington  Square 
Park.  Working  together  with  the 
North  Beach  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  the  North  Beach 
Neighbors  and  Russian  Hill 
Neighbors  we  managed  to  get 
enough  media  attention  to  stop 
this  end  run.  Rite  Aid  has  yet  to 
resubmit  for  its  request  for  a 
Conditional  Use  Authorization 
from  the  Planning  Commission. 
However  we  are  continuing  to 
prepare  for  a  Planning 
Commission  hearing  and  are  still 


gathering  petitions  (we  have  over 
3,000  signatures)  and  passing  out 
circle-slash  Rite  Aid  posters.  If 
you  are  interested  in  helping 
please  call  us. 

2,  North  Beach  Garage  (735 
Vallejo  Street).  See  article  in  this 
issue  for  information  about  the 
City's  demolition  of  the  Garage 
and  the  on-going  lawsuit  regard¬ 
ing  its  replacement. 

3.  1548  Stockton  Street 

(Chevy's  Fusio  chain).  THD  has 
joined  forces  with  the  North 
Beach  Chamber  of  Commerce  in 
opposing  this  chain  restaurant's 
plans  to  open  a  new  location  in 
North  Beach.  The  Planning 
Commission  held  two  hearings  to 
determine  whether  to  initiate  pro¬ 
ceedings  to  revoke  or  modify  the 
Conditional  Use  Authorization 
(CUA)  previously  granted  to  the 
building  owner  in  1996  to  move 
the  Michelanglo  Restaurant  to 
this  location.  Ultimately,  on  the 
advice  of  the  Planning  Dept,  who 
consulted  with  the  City  Attorney, 
the  Planning  Commission  chose 
not  to  reopen  the  CUA.  Because 
we  believe  that  the  proposed  use 
does  not  conform  to  the  terms  of 
the  CUA  granted  in  1 996,  the  P  & 
Z  Committee  intends  to  discuss 
this  issue  further  with  the  City 
Attorney. 

Both  THD,  the  Chamber  and 
numerous  individuals  have  filed 
formal  protests  with  the  State 
Department  of  Alcoholic 
Beverage  Control  regarding 
Chevy's  request  for  a  hard  liquor 


license.  A  hearing  will  be  sched¬ 
uled  by  the  ABC  to  hear  these 
protests. 

4.  St.  Francis  Rectory 
Building  (610  Vallejo/ 1301 
Grant).  On  March  19,  1998,  the 
Planning  Commission  held  a 
hearing  on  this  Conditional  Use 
Authorization  and  parking  vari¬ 
ance.  The  North  Beach  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  THD,  the 
Residential  Builders  Association 
and  numerous  individuals  testi¬ 
fied  against  the  project  on  the 
basis  that  it  would  convert  a 
housing  use  needed  by  the  friars 
of  the  newly  opened  shrine  to  St. 
Francis  of  Assisi  to  a  tourist  hotel 
use.  On  April  9,  1998  the 
Planning  Commission  voted 
unanimously  to  deny  the 
Conditional  Use  Authorization. 

5.  2  Nobles  Alley  (comer  of 
Grant  Ave.).  P  &  Z  Committee 
representatives  met  with  the  pro¬ 
ject  sponsors  in  an  effort  to  con¬ 
vince  them  to  include  ground 
floor  retail  uses  in  their  project 
which  fronts  on  Grant  Avenue. 
The  Project  Sponsors  have  since 
returned  with  a  new  design  which 
will  incorporate  a  small  ground 
floor  retail  space.  The  project  is 
undergoing  environmental 
review  by  the  Planning 
Department. 

OTHER  PROJECTS  AFFECT¬ 
ING  NEIGHBORHOOD 
CHARACTER 

1.  115  Telegraph  Hill  Blvd. 

and  361-377  Filbert  (Filbert 


continued  on  page  23 
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Steps).  In  November  1997  the 
City  issued,  then  suspended,  a 
demolition  permit  for  the  exist¬ 
ing  structures  (the  Bill  Bailey 
Cottage  and  two  adjoining  build¬ 
ings)  to  make  way  for  this  large 
condominium  project  on  the 
Filbert  Street  Steps.  Several 
neighbors  appealed  the  demoli¬ 
tion  permit  to  the  Board  of 
Appeals  which  has  scheduled  a 
hearing  in  June.  It  appears  that 
the  project  applicant's  variance 
and  1994  Conditional  Use 
Authorization  may  have  expired 
after  the  requisite  three  years. 

2.  1403-1405  Montgomery 
Street.  The  project  sponsor  has 
appealed  the  Planning 
Commission's  denial  of  the  pro¬ 
ject  to  the  Board  of  Appeals. 
The  Planning  Commission 
rejected  the  project,  which  entails 
merging  two  buildings  into  one, 
on  the  basis  that  it  would  result  in 
the  loss  of  three  rental  units  and 
the  replacement  of  the  existing 
wooden  facade  with  stucco.  In 
an  attempt  to  reach  a  compro¬ 
mise  THD  met  with  the  project 
sponsor  and  his  architect  but 
have  not  been  able  to  reach  an 
acceptable  settlement.  The 
appeal  is  scheduled  to  be  heard 
on  June  10,  1998  at  the  Board  of 
Appeals. 

3.  1-Hotel/Colombo  Building 
Project  Update.  The  lawsuit 
filed  by  the  Friends  of  the 
Colombo  Building  to  stop  City 
College  from  demolishing  the 
Colombo  Building  and  replacing 


it  with  a  9  story  building  for  the 
new  Chinatown/North  Beach 
Campus  is  still  in  front  of  the 
Court.  City  College  also  intends 
to  acquire  and  demolish  the  his¬ 
toric  Fong  Building  at  55 
Columbus  Avenue  and  evict  the 
21  low  income  families  that  live 
there. 

THD  has  responded  to  HUD's 
requests  for  comments  on  a  pro¬ 
posed  a  "Programmatic 
Agreement"  which  is  required  by 
federal  historic  preservation  law 
to  address  the  impacts  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  federally-funded  15-story 
International  Hotel  housing 
tower  and  the  demolition  of  the 
Colombo  Building. 

4.  1301  Sansome  Street.  The 

P  &  Z  Committee  is  continuing 
to  monitor  this  project  which 
would  convert  this  warehouse 
into  an  office  building.  It  was 
initially  proposed  to  be  converted 
into  17  "live-work"  units.  A 
number  of  concerns  have  been 
raised  including  impacts  result¬ 
ing  from  the  potential  elimina¬ 
tion  of  parking  spaces  at  the  base 
of  the  Filbert  Steps  and  impacts 
to  this  architecturally  significant 
building. 

5.  341-343  Lombard.  The  P  & 

Z  Committee  reviewed  plans  to 
put  a  new  building  on  the  front  of 
this  lot.  Numerous  individual 
neighbors  from  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  proposed  project 
are  opposed  to  the  removal  of  the 
front  yard  open  space  which 


would  result  from  the  addition  of 
a  second  building  on  this  lot. 
THD  conveyed  the  neighbor¬ 
hoods'  concerns  to  the  project 
sponsor. 

6.  383  Filbert  Street.  The  P  & 

Z  Committee  reviewed  plans  to 
add  a  second  story  to  this  cottage 
on  the  Filbert  Steps.  The  design 
was  generally  consistent  with  the 
materials  and  design  of  the  exist¬ 
ing  building  and  the  adjacent 
structures.  Because  of  concerns 
that  the  building  may  date  from 
the  1860's  the  Committee 
requested  that  the  project  sponsor 
do  historical  research  regarding 
the  age  of  the  building.  The  pro¬ 
ject  sponsor  has  determined  that 
building  was  built  in  1907  after 
the  earthquake  and  fire. 

7.  Hodges  Alley.  The  P  &  Z 
Committee  heard  the  concerns  of 
a  group  of  neighbors  from 
Hodges  Alley  (off  of  Vallejo  St.) 
regarding  a  proposal  to  convert  a 
basement  into  a  six  car  parking 
garage. 

8.  Miscellaneous  Updates.  A 

group  of  neighbors  has  fded  a 
lawsuit  to  overturn  the  decision 
by  the  Board  of  Appeals  regard¬ 
ing  the  roof  top  addition  built  at 
406-410  Lombard  in  an  effort  to 
have  this  stair  penthouse  reduced 
in  height  and  bulk  consistent  with 
Planning  Code  requirements. 

Copies  of  THD's  comments  and 
letters  are  available  to  THD 
members  upon  request. 
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MICHAEL  VON  DRAK  — 

PROFESSOR  AND  STREET  PAINTER 


By  Sheila  Black 

On  most  earthquake  free  days,  this  strikingly 
handsome  European  gentleman  might  be 
found  sitting  behind  an  easel  on  any 
Telegraph  Hill,  Russian  Hill  or  North  Beach 
street  painting  a  glorious  Victorian,  a  new 
angle  of  Coit  Tower,  or  a  cafe  window.  He 
wears  a  beret  atop  his  cloud  of  white  hair  as 
if  he  were  bom  with  both.  Gregarious  in  an 
elfin  way,  one  experiences  him  as  a  cross 
between  a  leprechaun  and  Santa  Claus, 
speeded  up.  He  thinks  like  a  scientist  an 
speaks  like  a  philosopher. 

"To  me,  painting  is  love,"  he  says.  "You  can 
teach  structure,  but  you  cannot  teach  a 
painter  how  to  capture  the  light  in  someone's 
eyes."  This  from  a  man  whose  father  direct¬ 
ed  "Casablanca"  and  "The  Maltese  Falcon". 
From  a  man  who  is  still  "madly  in  love"  with 
the  woman  he  married  44  years  ago,  soon 
after  arriving  in  this  country.  And  from  a 
man  who  claims  one  principle  in  life:  "It  is 
not  important  to  be  perfectly  right  in  art  or  in 
marriage.  You  make  mistakes  and  adjust." 

One  would  be  hard  put  to  find  mistakes  in 
Mr.  Von  Drak's  art  works,  however.  A  trained 
draftsman  and  engraver,  his  work  is  detailed, 
even  in  abstraction.  His  sense  of  color  is 
remarkable,  though  his  pen  and  ink  drawings 
are  equally  fascinating.  He  specializes  in 
cityscapes. 

His  paintings  hang  in  museums  and  private 
homes  around  the  country.  Now  he's  avail 


able  to  all  of  us  for  neighborhood  landscape, 
portraiture  and,  particularly,  for  masterful 
depiction  of  our  homes  and  businesses.  He 
works  only  by  appointment,  but  welcomes 
inquiries.  Call  him  at  415-771-6843. 
Memories  are  enhanced  by  visual  re-cre¬ 
ations,  and  this  is  a  creator  worth  meeting;  an 
experience  in  itself. 


Web  Site  www.overmire.com/thd. 

That's  Us!  Pete  Overmire  (989-3945),  a  long¬ 
time  THDer  and  former  officer  has  set  up  this 
exclusive  site  for  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers. 

Access  it  to  see  the  sensational  look  he  has 
created,  impressive  to  local  and  international 
browsers  alike.  Lend  him  photographs  and 
graphics  relevant  to  the  Hill  that  he  can  scan  in. 
Call  or  e-mail  information  about  upcoming 
meetings  in  the  neighborhood  and  at  City 
agencies,  and  ideas  and  concerns  you  want  the 
rest  of  us  to  know  about  between  Semaphores. 
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SNAPSHOTS 


by  Jerry  Hurtado 


It's  official.  Bob  Mathews  was  welcomed 
back  as  a  priest  in  the  Maryknoll  order. 
Father  Bob  celebrated  his  second  first  mass 
at  St.  Jarlath's  church  in  Oakland  March  15th. 
On  hand  to  wish  him  well  were  family,  friends 
and  associates  from  all  over. 


Pictured  L7R  at  the  reception  with  Father  Bob  are  fellow  THDers 
Rhoda  Robinson,  Tom  Havey,  June  Fraps,  and  Angie  Geiger. 


Ever  wonder  who  takes  care  of  those 
video  game  machines  you  see  at  places 
like  the  arcades  on  Broadway  and  Pier 
39?  As  you  stroll  by  you  are  struck  with  the 
electronic  hullabaloo  and  the  nervous  energy  of 
youth  in  various  stages  of  exhilarated  concen¬ 
tration.  It  takes  a  guy  like  John  Szeto  to  keep 
them  in  running  shape.  John  exclaims,  "The 
kids  are  really  tough  on  the  machines!"  John 
was  raised  on  Telegraph  Hill.  He  graduated 
from  Galileo  High  School  and  went  to  work  for 
C  ~  C  Novelty  where  his  interest  in  electronics 
paid  off.  John's  a  technician  who  specializes  in 
fixing  pinball  and  video  game  machines.  His 
job  requires  a  lot  of  energy,  and  he  enjoys  the 
challenge.  But  his  real  pleasure  in  life  is  to  go 
fishing  with  his  daughter  Kayla.  John  Szeto 


John  Szeto  with  daughter  Kayla  who  is  enjoying  a  hot  chocolate  pre¬ 
pared  at  the  Caffe'  Trieste. 


loves  to  fish.  Casting  from  the  Golden  Gate  and 
other  vantage-points  on  the  coast,  he  regularly 
lands  prize  halibut,  striped  bass  and  salmon. 
"Beats  anything  I  can  buy  in  a  store,"  John 
smiles,  "and  it  tastes  so  good." 


Conrado  Henriquez  graduated  from  the 
prestigious  Bellas  Artes  School  in 
Tegucigalpa,  Honduras  to  a  promising 
career  as  a  fine 
artist,  but  he  got 
caught  up  in  the 
sweep  of  reac¬ 
tionary  political 
unrest  and  had 
to  relocate  in  the 
States.  That  was 
23  years  ago. 

Today  he  works 
as  the  resident 
artist  at 

Vesuvios  where 
he  restores  and 
maintains  the 
decor  and 


Conrado  Henriquez  enjoys  a  quiet  moment 
at  Vesuvios. 


continued  on  page  26 
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arranges  art  exhibitions.  As 
Conrado  says,  "Vesuvios  is  a 
friendly  place  where  you  can 
enjoy  visual,  conceptual  and 
poetic  sequences  over  a  good 
drink.  And  even  though  we  get 
our  fair  share  of  tourists  it's 
still  a  neighborhood  place 
where  people  do  get  to  know 
each  other."  Conrado 
Henriquez  continues  to  pro¬ 
duce  paintings,  woodcraft,  and 
photography. 

Eight  years  ago  Grace 
Miller  moved  to  San 
Francisco  from  New 
Orleans  where  she  taught 
high  school  students  civics 
and  history.  "I  could  have 
moved  anywhere  in  the 


-News 

Here  is  an  update  for  readers 
who  are  concerned  about  the 
von  Ammon-less  content  of 
recent  Semaphores. 

Despite  spending  January  and 
February  in  the  hospital  for 
two  major  abdominal  surgeries, 
she  has  completed  another 
fibre  related  book,  "Alaska 
Llama-Far  North  Hero",  just 


world,  but  I  chose  San 
Francisco.  When  it  came  time 
to  buy,  I  chose  Telegraph 
Hill.  My  building  overlooks 
Broadway.  It  reminds  me  a 
lot  of  Bourbon  Street  in  the 
French  Quarter  of  New 
Orleans,  so  I  feel  very  much 
at  home  here."  Grace  works 
for  the  National  Park 
Association  matriculating 
between  visitor  centers  at  the 
Cliff  House,  Fort  Point  and 
the  Marin  Headlands.  “'I  love 
the  work.  I  get  to  meet  so 
many  people  from  all  over 
the  world."  Grace  Miller  has 
an  unusual  hobby.  She  and 
her  friend,  May  Yamamoto, 
pull  weeds  and  fix  headstones 
at  one  of  San  Francisco's  lit¬ 
tle  known  treasures,  the 


From  Helen  von 

published  by  Doodlebug  Books. 
The  editor  of  Llama  Magazine 
calls  it  "a  charming  story  that 
will  delight  children  and  adult 
readers.  For  those  people  with 
very  little  knowledge  about  lla¬ 
mas  this  book  will  teach.  For 
people  already  sharing  their 
lives  with  llamas  this  book  will 
be  sure  to  add  a  smile  to  their 
faces.  A  must-read  for  every 


Presidio  Pet  Cemetery.  And 
Grace  keeps  a  plot  at  the  Fort 
Mason  community  garden 
where  she  grows  a  wide  vari¬ 
ety  of  cacti.  □ 


Grace  Miller  and  her  greyhound  Lulubelle 
pose  at  the  Presidio  Pet  Cemetery. 


Am  mon¬ 

member  of  the  family." 

As  with  Helen's  two  previous 
books,  the  story  is  lovingly 
informative  and  a  fun  read  for 
youngsters  of  all  ages.  The 
$  1 2.95  book  is  available  by 
contacting  Helen:  48  San 
Antonio  Place,  SF  94 1  33. 
Phone  415-397-7799. 

Fax  415-983-0523. 
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Here's  Another  of  Life's 


LlllLE 


Rewards. 


Now  there's  a  little  cook  in  everyone. 


Sign  up  for  the  hottest  new  event  in 
North  Beach.  Join  Chef  Jeffery  Hicks  on 
the  third  Saturday  of  every  month  for 
"What's  Cooking"  classes.  Next  class  is 
March  21,  1-3  PM.  "Stuffed  Pastas- 
Whimsical  to  Traditional". 
Cooking  classes,  lunch 
and  wine  $23.  Call  now  434-2900. 


Monday  nights  are  "Jazz  at  Little  City". 
North  Beach  favorite  John  Coppola  and 
friends  jam  from  8:30-1 1:30  PM. 
Telegraph  Hill  Residents-mention  the 
Semaphore  and  receive  a  complimentary 
dessert  or  glass  of  wine  at  lunch  or  dinner. 


673  UNION  STREET  •  NORTH  BEACH  •  415-434-2900 


HOUSTON'S 


Francisco 


Opening  February  1 6th 
Embarcadero  at  Bay  Street 


Entrance  at 

1 800  Montgomery  Street 


392-9280 
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Berrigan  estate.  Drive  or  walk 
by  the  home  and  magnificent 
Thomas  Church  garden  and 
you'll  be  convinced  that  this 
gift  of  open  space  is  priceless. 
At  press  time,  two  commis¬ 
sions  have  voted  unanimously 
to  accept  the  property,  and  we 
will  make  a  presentation  before 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  as 
part  of  the  final  process  in 
securing  this  property. 

It's  been  gratifying  to  see 
what  can  be  accomplished 
when  neighboring  organiza¬ 
tions  work  together.  Telegraph 
Hill  Dwellers,  who  respond  to 
requests  to  appear  at  public 
meetings,  have  an  impact  on 
decision  makers.  Although 
many  people  are  uncomfort¬ 
able  speaking  publicly  at  hear¬ 
ings,  their  presence  in  the  audi¬ 
ence  as  silent  supporters  of 
issues  they  care  about  is  of 
great  value  when  a  speaker 
asks  supporters  to  stand.  In 
fact,  in  a  private  meeting  with 
Mayor  Brown,  during  which 
we  asked  for  his  support  and 
leadership  in  the  Rite-Aid 
case,  he  advised  us  that  we 
needed  to  show  widespread 
support  of  our  opposition.  As 
in  the  past,  members  will  be 
notified  when  a  large  THD 
presence  is  needed  at  a  com¬ 
mission  hearing. 

In  April,  Arthur  Chang  and 
I  met  with  Robin  Eichman  and 
Jeanette  Etheredge,  represent¬ 
ing  the  Film  and  Video  Arts 
Commission,  and  Lt.  Jack 


Ballentine  of  SFPD  regarding 
problems  associated  with  the 
recent  filming  of  "ed  TV'',  a 
Ron  Howard  film  for 
Universal  Pictures.  Although  a 
film  company  secures  all  the 
necessary  city  permits  many 
months  before  shooting,  they 
usually  don't  set  shooting  loca¬ 
tions  and  dates  until  two  weeks 
prior,  subject  to  change.  At  the 
meeting  we  agreed  that  THD 
and  others  in  the  community 
should  be  part  of  the  planning 
process  at  the  earliest  possible 
time.  Our  position  is  that  we 
know  the  neighborhood  best 
and  can  make  recommenda¬ 
tions  to  mitigate  at  least  some 
of  the  inconvenience. 
Additionally,  we  are  exploring 
the  possibility  of  a  process 
where  all  city  departments, 
public  utilities  and  construc¬ 
tion  companies  would  use  a 
central  entity  to  track  dates 
of  local  disruptions,  adjust¬ 
ing  schedules  when  an  area 
could  be  inundated  by 
simultaneous  or  closely 
scheduled  street  closures. 
The  "ed  TV"  filming  was 
preceded  by  major  PG&E 
construction,  and  followed 
by  major  Water  Department 
construction. 

I  just  returned  from  a 
fabulous  3-hour  break  from 
writing  this  column.  Ralph 
and  Valerie  Tashjian  of 
Little  City  kicked  off  their 
Sunday  Gospel  Brunch,  the 
only  one  in  San  Francisco, 


to  a  rocking,  hand-clapping, 
standing-room-only  crowd 
which  included  Mayor  Brown, 
Hammer,  a  few  THDers  and 
the  most  wonderfully  diverse 
group  of  people  I've  seen  in 
North  Beach  since  the  60s.  A 
portion  of  the  proceeds  goes  to 
a  different  charity  each  week. 
This  could  become  the  most 
difficult  reservation  in  town. 
The  mayor  said  he  wanted  the 
same  table  every  week. 

And  speaking  of  music, 
Alistair  Monroe  of  the  North 
Beach  Jazz  Festival  is  collect¬ 
ing  jazz-related  photos,  stories 
and  memorabilia  for  a  perma¬ 
nent  collection  and  would  be 
grateful  for  anything  our  mem¬ 
bers  might  share.  Call  him  at 
928-2238.  See  you  at  "Jazz  on 
Coit",  which  opens  the  North 
Beach  Jazz  Festival  at  7:00  PM 
on  Sunday,  July  26. 


The  Washington 
Square  Inn 

1660  Stockton  Street 
San  Francisco 
CA  94133 

(415)981-4220 


GARAGE  continued  from  pg  9 

post  as  director  of  Department  of  Parking  and 
Traffic  in  March,  on  hand  at  the  demolition 
site  to  orchestrate  the  work. 

Traffic  problems  for  police 

While  OSHA  makes  its  determinations 
about  the  safety  of  the  work  site,  the  San 
Francisco  Police  Department's  Central 
Station,  located  directly  across  the  street 
from  the  site,  is  experiencing  parking  prob¬ 
lems  caused  by  the  loss  of  the  old  garage. 

Sergeant  Tom  O'Connell  told  the 
Independent  that  the  station  used  to  park  its 
police  vehicles  in  the  old  North  Beach 
Garage,  but  it  must  now  use  the  city-owned 
garage  next  to  the  station,  where  the  build¬ 
ing's  top  floor  has  been  reserved  for  the 
police  vehicles. 

But,  he  says,  it's  difficult  for  officers  to 
get  the  cars  out  in  a  hurry  and  there  aren't 
enough  spaces.  Further,  he  added,  unmarked 
police  cars  will  be  easier  to  identify  when 
they  roll  out  of  a  police-only  parking  level. 

Despite  STOP'S  frustration  and  the  incon¬ 
veniences  caused  to  the  police,  not  everyone 
in  the  neighborhood  is  unhappy  about  seeing 
the  old  garage  come  down.  One  resident 
watching  the  work  said  she  was  glad  the  new 
garage  was  finally  on  its  way.  "It's  about 
time,"  she  said,  expressing  her  desire  to  see 
more  parking  in  the  area. 

But  other  community  members  argue  that, 
while  parking  may  be  needed,  the  city  over¬ 
stepped  its  own  laws  by  approving  the  struc¬ 
ture  without,  they  say,  adequate  environmen¬ 
tal  review,  and  they  still  hope  to  win  their 


Large  luxury  penthouse  available  for 
lease  to  October  1.  For  informaion, 
call  415-929-1211  xt.  372 


case. 

For  members  of  the  police  department 
who  will  be  working  across  from  the  site 
while  it  undergoes  transformation— a  project¬ 
ed  year-long  process  should  the  city  prevail 
in  the  suit— the  new  garage  is  not  expected  to 
bring  relief. 

O'Connell  says  that  when  the  project  is 
finished,  a  police  officer  may  be  needed  to 
direct  traffic  going  in  and  out  of  the  two 
garages.  "You've  got  a  five-story  garage 
across  from  a  five-story  garage,"  he 
observed.  "It's  going  to  be  a  giant  parking 
lot." 

Editor's  Note:  STOP  will  stay  on  this  issue 
to  ensure  that  design  and  construction  of  the 
replacement  garage  comply  with  regulating 
codes. 
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THD  Committees  Need  You... 


You  can  make  a  difference! 

Join  one  of  THD's  committees, 
meet  and  work  with  your  fel¬ 
low  Hill  Dwellers  to  improve 
life  on  the  Hill. 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEES 

N.I.C.E.  Co-chairs  Suzanne 
Nelson,  986-6210;  Staci 
Shember,  434-4625.  Creates 
neighborhood  projects  that 
Improve,  Conserve,  Enhance 
the  Hill.  Work  parties  plant, 
clean,  beautify.  N.I.C.E. 
Awards  recognize  "People 
Who  Make  A  Difference." 

N.E.R.T.  June  Fraps,  392- 
1187.  Energizes  members  to 
take  emergency  disaster 
response  training  program 
sponsored  by  the  City. 

Neighborhood  Liaison. 

Sue  Cauthen,  391-0737. 
Represents  THD  at  Coalition 
for  SF  Neighborhoods,  a  city¬ 
wide  organization  that  meets 
monthly  to  interact  with  other 
neighborhoods  to  discuss  com¬ 
mon  problems. 

Parking  and  Traffic. 

Howard  Wong,  982-5055. 
Represents  THD  before  City 
agencies  on  traffic  control, 
curb  markings  and  Muni  ser¬ 
vice,  cooperating  with  other 
neighborhood  groups. 


Pioneer  Park  Improvement 
Project.  Howard  Wong,  982- 
5055.  Ongoing  project 
enhances  the  open  space 
around  Coit  Tower,  improving 
accessibility  and  safety  through 
planning,  landscaping  work 
parties  and  fundraising. 

Planning  and  Zoning.  Co¬ 
chairs  Aaron  Peskin,  986-7014; 
Nancy  Shanahan,  986-7094. 
Monitors  and  reviews  pro¬ 
posed  development  projects  for 
consistency  with  applicable 
City  ordinances.  Works  with 
Planning  Department  staff  and 
represents  THD  before  the 
Landmarks  Board,  Planning 
Commission,  Zoning 

Administrator  and  other  regu¬ 
lating  bodies  to  protect  historic 
resources  and  maintain  neigh¬ 
borhood  character.  Assists 
members  to  leam  more  about 
and  participate  in  planning  and 
zoning  issues. 

Waterfront.  Bob  Tibbits, 
986-7227.  This  committee  has 
merged  with  Planning  and 
Zoning. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Budget.  Paul  Switzer,  788- 
8667.  As  prescribed  in  bylaws 
for  Treasurer. 


Membership.  James 

Attwood,  433-6118.  As  pre¬ 
scribed  in  bylaws  for  Financial 
Secretary. 

Program.  Co-chairs  Diana 
Blank,  986-2633;  Mary  Purdy- 
Read,  433-9626.  Arranges 
social  events,  including  quar¬ 
terly  membership  meetings  and 
get-acquainted  social  func¬ 
tions. 

Semaphore.  Patricia  Cady, 
397-2175.  The  editor  and  staff 
produce  a  quarterly  magazine 
for  THD  members. 


fills  may  be  your 
last  Semaphore 

If  the  mailing  label  on  this 
Semaphore  is  dated  3/1/98  or 
earlier,  your  membership  has 
lapsed  and  we  hope  you’ll  rec¬ 
tify  that  situation  with  a  check. 
If  you  think  our  records  are 
incorrect  or  you  are  in  doubt 
about  your  membership  status, 
please  call  James  Attwood, 
433-6 1 1 8,  or  drop  a  note  to 
THD,  Membership,  PO  Box 
330159,  San  Francisco  CA 
94 1 33.  We  want  to  keep  you 
with  us! 
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4-^an  remo  i  loir* 


San  Francisco’s  Best  Kept  Secret 


“WHEN  I  FOUND  THE  SAN  REMO  I  KNEW 
I  HAD  STRUCK  GOLD.” 

Susan  Spano,  New  York  Times 

“YOU  CAN  COUNT  ON  THE  FRIENDLY,  BILINGUAL, 
CITY  SAVVY  STAFF  AT  THE  SAN  REMO  HOTEL.” 

Northern  California  Best  Places  -  1995-96 

“SAN  REMO  IS  A  LITTLE  CHARMER.” 

The  Women's  Travel  Guide 

“THE  SAN  REMO  HOTEL  IS  A  GREAT  PLACE  FOR 
SINGLE  TRAVELERS  TO  FEEL  AT  HOME." 

Mary  Forgione,  LA  Daily  News 

“SAN  REMO  HOTEL  IS  TIDY  AND  ENDEARING.” 

San  Francisco’s  Top  10  Hotels,  LA  Times 

“THIS  PLACE  IS  PERFECT!” 

Postcard  from  Faye  of  Half  Moon  Bay 


♦  1906  Historic  Hotel 

♦  Charming  European  Style  Pensione 

♦  Near  Fisherman’s  Wharf  and  North  Beach 

♦  $45  to  $65  Nightly  ♦  1  Block  to  Cable  Cars 


2237  M;i  so  it  Street  Near  Chestnut  ♦  (800)  352-REMO  ♦  (415)  776-8688 
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THD  CALENDAR 

•  1st  Saturday  Stair  &  Garden  Work  Parties.  July  4, 
August  1.  September  5.  Meet  at  Pioneer  Park.  For  more 
information  call  391-9919. 

•  Saturday/Sunday,  June  13-14.  10AM-6:00  PM.  44th 
Annual  North  Beach  Festival. 

•  Reserve  by  June  30:  San  Francisco  Symphony  Concert. 
(See  Page  7.) 

•  Tuesday,  July  14.  (Bastille  Day!)  Cocktail  Party  at  the 
Blue  Bar  at  the  new  Black  Cat.  Postcard  invitation. 

•  August  General  Membership  Meeting.  Date  and  loca¬ 
tion  on  postcard  invitation. 

Monthly  Committee  Meetings 

Planning  &  Zoning:  Last  Wednesdays.  Call  for  time  and 

location  986-7070. 

Parking  &  Traffic:  Second  Saturdays  at  1 1  AM  at 

Little  City  Restaurant,  Union  and  Powell  Streets. 

N.I.C.E.  Committee.  First  Tuesdays.  Call  for  time  and 

location.  982-3314. 

The  Coalition  for  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  Third 

Tuesdays.  Call  for  time  and  location.  391-0737. 


